138                              LECTUBE V.
tative of the setting sun1. the first immortal, and afterwards the first mortal, who entered the blessed abode beyond the West. Thus in a hymn used at the funeral, we read, Rv. X. 14, 7 2:
c Go forth, go forth on those ancient paths on which our forefathers departed. Thou shalt see the two kings delighting in Svadh& (libation), Yama and the god VaruTCa.
* Come together with the Fathers, and with Yama in the highest heaven, as the fulfilment of all desires. Having left all sin, go home again, and radiant in thy body, come together with them/
Yama is never called the first of mortals except in the Atharva-veda3. In the Kig-veda we can still clearly perceive his divine character, and its physical substratum, the setting sun. Thus we read X. 14, 2:
cYama was the first to find the path for us, a pasture that can never be taken from us, whither our fathers have travelled formerly, being born there, each according to his ways.3
That path of the departed (prapatha) is conceived as dangerous, and Pushan's protection is implored on it (B,v. X. 17, 4). In one place a boat is spoken of for crossing a river (X. 63, 10), two dogs also are mentioned which the departed has to pass. Another verse introduces an entirely new thought. There (Rv. X. 16, 3) we read:
'May the eye go to the sun, the breath to the wind; go to the sky and the earth, as is right, or
1  According to Professor Hillebrandt, the physical background of Yama is the Moon, and not the nocturnal Sun.   This is not impossible.
2  Anthropological Religion, p. 250.
3  Ath.-veda XVIII. 8, 13, is a corruption of Rv. X. 14, 1.